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square miles and a population of nearly twelve
million; the total white population was only
20,000, If we take the four British possessions of
British East Africa, Nyasaland, Nigeria, and the
Gold Coast, we find that the area is roughly
700,000 square miles, and the total population
about twenty-two million ; the European popula-
tion is 11,000*

African possessions have, therefore, not
materially contributed to the strength of European
States by providing them with colonisable terri-
tory. To what extent can they be said to have been
a source of wealth to the mother country ? This
question can only be answered by a reference to
statistics* Only import and export figures will
show the extent to which these territories have
provided markets and raw materials for the indus-
tries of the mother country* As soon as these
figures are examined, it will be seen that the ideas
of imperialists with regard to the importance of
African colonial possessions as sources of wealth
are delusions*

Let us first examine the possibilities and actuali-
ties of the British tropical African possessions,
Somaliland, British East Africa, Uganda, Nyasa-
land, Gambia, the Gold Coast, Sierra Leone, and